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Your Village Hall Needs You
Findon Village Hall
currently remains
closed. However,
government
regulations and
guidance
permitting, it is our
intention to initially
reopen for some
exercise classes.

We will then review this situation further
in a months time with a view to
extending opening to other groups, but
clearly our priority remains the safety of
the Village Hall officers, volunteers and
the patrons of the hall itself.
Although I continue on an interim basis
as a chair person, this role has been
made easier thanks to the support of
colleagues, and we are pleased to
welcome Richie Line back to the
maintenance team.

Finally, as outlined above, I have taken
this role on an interim basis as due to
work commitments it is impractical for
myself to continue longer term.
Consequently there remain vacancies
for a chair person and secretary.
Findon Village Hall has been central to
the village since 1938, and it is essential
that we fill these posts as they are key
to the overall functionality of the hall.
Unfortunately, despite advertising we
did not receive any applications of
interest for either role, and unless we
resolve this situation it may be
necessary to temporarily close the
hall until this position is resolved.
Anyone interested in taking up either of
these rewarding roles should email
secretaryfvht@gmail.com .
Best wishes and stay safe
James Heasman
Interim Chair – Findon Village Hall
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From the Rectory

Rev. Helena Buqué, Priest in Charge and Colin Cox, Curate:
 c/o The Rectory, School Hill, Findon, BN14 0TR. Tel: 873601

findoncprectory@gmail.com      www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com

Autumn officially began on the 22nd

September, so once again we can look
forward to the myriad colours of our
changing landscape. As Findon Church
nestles in the trees, it is a most beautiful
time of the year to visit. As William
Cullen Bryant wrote, “Autumn... the
year’s last, loveliest smile.” The church
is open to visit every day except
Mondays, though please observe the
Covid precautions that are in place.
It wasn’t that long ago that our churches
stood empty and silent, for the first time
in living memory. How easily we take
things for granted, so it is still a real
pleasure to be able to meet each week
and break bread together as our Lord
commanded. It is a lesson to us
perhaps to be thankful for all the good
things that enrich our lives, in both good
times and bad. A few weeks ago, we
celebrated Harvest Festival at Findon
and Patching churches, a reminder that
even in this strange new world, life
around us goes on very much as it
always has. This year, instead of our
usual auction at Patching Church the
food that was donated was given to the
Littlehampton Foodbank, which is doing
sterling service in supporting
households in crisis at this challenging
time. At Findon, donations of food were
given to Turning Tides, our homeless
charity. The final Harvest Festival of the
year is at Clapham Church on the 4th

October, and once again any donations
will go to the Foodbank.
It has also been a particular joy to host
weddings once again with all the
promise of new beginnings and a
lifelong commitment to a loving

relationship. It gives us hope for better
times ahead.
During the period when we could not
gather at church Helena was ‘promoted’
to Vicar, but she will still live in a
Rectory! She had an informal induction
by the Archdeacon at the time, but the
celebration is to take place at the
Findon Church Eucharist on 25th

October. Everyone is very welcome to
attend, but if you do not usually go to
church please let the Church Office
know you will be coming, so that we
can make sure there is seating for
everyone.
On 13th September the parish finally
held its long overdue Annual Parochial
Church Meeting. It would normally have
been held in April, but for the pandemic.
Ian Swales stood down as our
Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Secretary after many years of faithful
service and Georgina Bond will take
over from him. Gail Smith also stood
down as Church Warden of Clapham,
again after many years of faithful
service. Maggie Somerset and Sian
Fletcher were voted into office as
Church Wardens in her place. Ralph
Budden also stood down as Church
Warden of Findon, again after many
years of faithful service, and Irene
Adams was elected into office to work
alongside John Scadgell.
It has been wonderful to see so much
kindness and neighbourliness in our
communities over this last year. As
always, please let Helena or myself
know of anyone who we can help in any
way.
Blessings,  Colin.
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Fully

Qualifie
d

Tom Langford
Services

Plumbing, Heating,
Drainage, Gas

Free Estimates
24 hour Callout

Small Job Specialist
Gas Safe Registered

07836 479493

All Colours are Organic, and Vegan friendly - Organic hair products used
Member of The Freelance Hair Association &
MyNewHair (charity for medical hair loss sufferers)

Local Freelance Hairstylist
Wig Stylist & Wig Supplier

Hair & Wig services provided  in the comfort of your own home

Call Rita on 07881 863271
www.hairs2uworthing.co uk       FB: Hairs 2u -Rita

 Fully Insured

Peckhams
Butchers

Locally produced meat,
cut to your requirements

Daily deliveries of
fresh fruit & vegetables.

The Square, Findon

Tel: 01903 873202

AcTechUK.com
Making Technology Work For You

Help with all aspects of technology for
your home, mobile and business.
PC/Laptop fix, Network setup,
telephone, audio visual services

£40 call out with first fix and advice
No fix, no fee. Findon Valley based.

25 years experience.
Customer Service Like it Used To Be!

Please call Andy:
01903 930850 or 07515 948096

Email: info@actechuk.com

RELIABLE WINDOWS
Friendly, Local, Well Established

WINDOW CLEANER
Contact Chris for a quote

07780 687522
chriswitten10@gmail.com

Window cleaning service offered
 Monthly, Bi-monthly or Quarterly

Soffits, Fascias, Guttering,
Conservatory Roofs

**  No Job Too Big or Small  **
Water Fed Pole System or Traditional

Window Cleaning

Services:  Colouring Services, Cut & Blow dry, Hair Up, Keratin treatments, Sets,
    Perms, Wig consultation/fitting and styling

Bob Hendy
Electrician

Installations
Re-Wiring

Security Lighting
Fault Finding

24 Hour service
No Call Out Fee

01903 877204
07850771246
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Cancelled
Unfortunately, due to current Covid restrictions the
Findon Friends AGM  11th October has had to be
cancelled.
A feasibility of a Zoom meeting is being investigated.
Please ring Ian Hollyhomes 01903 872475 for further
details.

For the intellectuals and
English grammarians: -

A will is a dead giveaway.
Time flies like an arrow;
fruit flies like a banana.
A backward poet writes
inverse.
A chicken crossing the
road is poultry in motion.
When a clock is hungry it
goes back four seconds.
The guy who fell onto an
upholstery machine is now
fully recovered.
You are stuck with your
debt if you can't budge it.
He broke into song
because he couldn't find
the key.
A calendar's days are
numbered.
A boiled egg is hard to
beat.
He had a photographic
memory which never
developed.
The short fortune teller
who escaped from prison
was a small medium at
large.
Those who get too big for
their britches will be
exposed in the end.
When you've seen one
shopping centre, you've
seen a mall.
If you jump off a bridge in
Paris, you are in Seine .
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One of the casualties of Covid for St
Barnabas House Hospice was the
cancellation of the annual fund raising
‘Midnight to Remember’ Walk.   It was a
major blow.   Not only was it an
important source of funding, it was great
fun.  But disappointment was soon
turned into a challenge – for smaller
individual teams to organise their own
‘Sunrise to Remember’ on Saturday
September 12th, by walking 7 miles at
dawn and being sponsored to do it.
Each participating team was free to
choose its own route -  hardly difficult for
any supporters living in our beautiful
County of West Sussex.

So with the Dawn Chorus in full voice
and the sky developing the pale
creaminess of a new day, ‘Team Fox’,
from Findon, High Salvington and
Durrington, gathered for their own
‘Sunrise to Remember’ walk.  Although
still barely light, it promised to be a
glorious sunny day.   Under the
leadership of  hospice patrons Margaret
Bamford and  Caroline Nicholls  the
team of 17,  aged from 78 to 9,  set off
to walk across Nepcote Green, over the
Gallops, up to Cissbury Ring where they
walked round the Ring - twice.

The views as the sun rose, lighting up
the uniquely magnificent South Downs,
were spectacular - photo opportunities
were irresistible and plentiful.

The symbolism of walking from
darkness to light  could not have been
more poignant or pointed.  It was a
fitting reminder for anyone, whether
patient or family member, being cared
for by the staff and volunteers at St
Barnabas – this team has continued to
provide a dedicated service to sick and
dying throughout the very worst of the
Corona pandemic.
And the sun continued to shine as the
group returned for a well-deserved,
strictly socially distanced breakfast in
Margaret’s back garden.   Chairs and
tables had been set up while more
volunteers were waiting to serve bacon,
eggs, sausages, mushrooms, tomatoes
and freshly buttered rolls – not to
mention the delicious smashed avocado
on toast.  A fitting end to a lovely
experience, and we raised a stunning
£790!
Thank you everyone, for your
generosity.

For more information https://www.stbarnabas-hospice.org.uk/events/night-to-remember/
To contribute: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Sunrise-Team-Fox

Sunrise to Remember - Walking into the Dawn for Vital Funds



01903 872828
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Findon Village Store News       Jo O’Dell, Vice Chair

As the summer draws to a close and the
prospect of the nights drawing in at the
end of the month we were hoping to have
our new shop awning in place to offer
some protection from the elements,
especially for those customers waiting to
enter the shop under the Covid
restrictions. Unfortunately the company
supplying the new awning has suffered
from supply chain delays and as such the
project is on hold. We do however have 2
new benches placed outside on the shop
forecourt to aid those who are queuing or
just need a pit stop. These benches have
been very kindly donated to the shop, for
which we are very grateful.
We have noticed our Sunday custom pick
up towards closing time and as such we
have taken the step of closing at 12.30pm
to accommodate those customers making
last-minute purchases.
After suffering some disruption to our
Wessex Mill products we are pleased to
have the delicious granola back in stock.
We are now stocking a range of kefir
yoghurts from Yeo valley, these are a
probiotic product which can be beneficial
to the immune system.
As the weather starts to turn colder its
worth remembering we sell coffee from

local supplier Hendricks and also
delicious hot chocolate.
We have noticed a number of shoppers
forget their face coverings, in this
situation we will offer a paper mask to
satisfy this requirement.
We are also involved in the Findon
Village pumpkin trail, a fantastic family
fun safe way to enjoy your Halloween this
year...
Purchase your special Trail Map from
The Findon Village Store and FREE
Halloween Goody Bag filled with sweets
and treats!!
Simply follow the map on your adventure
to find all the special pumpkin letters.
Spell out the spooky word and enjoy your
spooky goody bag!
Available throughout the entire week of
HALF TERM to avoid over crowding.
Please do follow the social distancing
guidelines.
Maps and FREE Spooky Goody Bags
only £2 each. Available from
The Findon Village Store and Post Office,
Horsham Road,BN14 OTF
Open 7am - 7pm Monday to Saturday
and 7am -12-30pm Sunday

Groceries; Bread; Cakes; Freshly made Sandwiches;
Beers, Wine & Spirits; Tobacco; Cards

Shop Opening Hours:
Mon to Sat   07:00 - 19:00
Sunday         07:00 - 12:00

Tel:
01903 877110

www.findonvillagestore.org         findonvillageshop@gmail.com

Run by the Community for the Community

FINDON VILLAGE STORE

Horsham Road
Findon

BN14 0TF

Post Office Opening Hours:
Mon to Sat    08:30 - 17:30
Sunday   08:30 -  12.00

findonvillagestore@gmail.com
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Astracolour Photographic and Picture Framing
(Eric Beadel L.M.P.A & Edward Beadel - Partner)

www.astracolour.co.uk
We specialise in Wedding photography and picture framing.

A full portfolio is available to view.
Tel: for an appointment day or evening.

Copying and restoration of your old photo’s
and instant passport photographs (4 for £8.00)

35 The Quadrangle, Findon Village Tel: 01903 877677

Dog friendly Holiday Home in Findon
The Haven @ Findon is a modern 2 bedroom bungalow in

Findon village that sleeps up to 4 people and is ideally situated for
family and friends (and their dogs) visiting relatives,

attending weddings, parties or just wanting a weekend break or holiday.
It is available on a self-catering basis from a minimum 3 night stay.

We are rated 'Excellent' on Trip Advisor and AirBNB.
You can visit our website -www.thehavenfindon.uk or for more

details or enquiries phone Steve on 07590533892
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It is with sorrow that I write of the
sudden death of Helen Butchart on
August 20th, peacefully in her home in
West Worthing. Her funeral, along with
a separate Thanksgiving and
Memorial Service to allow more people
to pay their respects, took place at All
Saints, Findon Valley at the end of
September. Helen attended All Saints
more often than our churches, so it
seemed right and fitting to have her
funeral there. Sadly, as in so many
cases since March, numbers at
funerals have been strictly regulated,
but hopefully you have been able to
give thanks for Helen’s life and her
contribution to our Parish in your own
way. She will of course be
remembered at our All Souls Service
at 4pm on Sunday November 1st,
along with the many others from our
community who for a while we are
parted from.

Helen was a real character, who could
always find the funny side in any
situation, as her many editorials
written over the years for our Parish
magazine ‘Along the Furlong’ bear
witness. She, along with so many of
us, was so sad when, due to a lack of
volunteers to put the magazine
together, we published our ‘Final
Furlong’ in December 2016. Her final
Editorial, as so often, included
reference to animals, in this case Mr
Fox who kindly left ‘interesting’ gifts for
Helen on her lawn. Who but Helen
could create an amusing anecdote
about finding a nappy on her lawn!

If you were at any of the Burns Night
suppers held in Findon Village Hall
over past years, you will remember
how Helen read the Selkirk Grace at

the start of proceedings. She really
entered into the spirit of the evening,
loving the dressing up for the
occasion. Helen had a legitimate claim
to the tartan, having been born in
Broughty Ferry near Dundee.in 1946

Helen regularly led the Intercessions
in our Parish churches and these were
always warm and pertinent, so much
appreciated by all present. She also
read the Lesson sometimes, and her
clear diction was a joy to listen to.
Helen was passionate about justice
and equality for people, which would
doubtless have made her a
compassionate and fair magistrate, a
role she took up on retirement. I
remember her sorrow on reaching an
age where she was no longer allowed
to continue to serve in this worthwhile
role in society.

Helen was one of the members of our
first visit to our Link Parish in
Germany, back in October 2014, a
visit she thoroughly enjoyed, taking a
full part despite her mobility
restrictions. She joined in their return
visits, enjoying renewing old
friendships and making new ones,
although unable to travel with us on
subsequent return visits. Helen is
fondly remembered by our friends in
Schney, and I received a lovely card
with their memories and condolences
a few weeks ago, which is on the
noticeboard in Findon Church.

Helen’s friendly, caring presence and
her positive outlook on life were an
example to us all. She is much
missed.

Helen Butchart (RIP)
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9AM - 4PM
9AM - 4PM
9AM - 2PM
9AM - 4PM
9AM - 4PM
9AM - 3PM
CLOSED
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Paws Animal Sanctuary
Every day I fill up the wild bird feeders
with seeds and fill fat ball containers
and hang them in the trees in the front
garden. Also, filling the bird bath twice
a day. There are so many birds using
it. So this week I drove down to
Squires Garden Centre and bought a
bigger concrete bird bath. I counted 41
sparrows all sitting along the wall
waiting to use the birdbath. They even
use it in the evenings when it's getting
dark. My friends tell me they never see
sparrows in their gardens any more.
Everyone should have a birdbath, I
love watching them all splashing.

We recently were asked by Social
Services to take two female cats
because the owner was going into a
care home. We were told they were
indoor cats. A week later one of the
cats produced a kitten. I sat on the
floor with her waiting for the rest but
that was it. The kitten is so fat. When I
go in the pen she brings the kitten out
to show me. She is so proud of it.

I had a phone call from a lady living on
a caravan site in Arundel. She told me
there are cats living in the woods
nearby and said a kitten was visiting
her crying for food. I said if she can
catch it to bring it in. She arrived the
next day and left it with us. We thought
it must be about four or five months.
She is tiny, but she is obviously
pregnant. My friend at Cats Protection
said they can get pregnant at four
months! She told me the Cats
Protection are offering Vouchers to cat
owners if they are on benefits, and to
people who need help to get their cats
neutered or spayed free.

Our Pony Elvis is taking a long time to
recover from his operation having a
plate put in his shoulder. He is having
Acupuncture every week, Reiki
Healing, and we need to pick his leg
up and bend it half a dozen times daily.
He is still dragging his foot and limping
badly. And still on painkillers. Very
worrying.

The Moles are still here destroying the
lawn. We have at least five or six
molehills every morning, nothing
deters them.  Even a new Mole
deterrent powder. We tried garlic
powder, coffee, onion rings and moth
balls. And the plastic tube humane
traps don't work.

November will soon be here, the
dreaded Fireworks again!

If anyone is feeding a stray ginger cat,
Reggie is still missing from The Oval.
The worried owners phone number is
0744 528  3000.

from Stacey.

Paws Animal Sanctuary Findon
15 The Oval
Findon Village
West Sussex
BN14 0TN
01903 872 734 / 0790 447 6819
We never use an ansaphone so keep
trying someone is always around.
24hrs. 7days a week.
email:  pawsanimals@hotmail.co.uk
www.pawsanimalsanctuaryfindon.co.uk
Registered Charity 1096231
Closed to visitors at present.
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Church Bells
It was a joy to hear Findon church
bells ring out again at the end of
August after such a long absence.
They were last rung before lockdown.
Several charities, including Findon
Friends and the Bell Ringers,
contributed towards the cost of their
refurbishment in 2019.

200 Club
September Draw

This month’s winner
is Number 81

Gez Parton AGAIN.
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Findon Sheep Fair 2020
Social restrictions may have
put a stop to this year’s Findon
Sheep Fair in all its glory, but
the centuries old tradition was
maintained in a truncated form
on Saturday 12th September.
This was in order to keep open
a charter, signed in 1261,
giving permission for a sheep
fair to be held on the second
weekend in September on
Nepcote Green.
Robert Harris, Harris Bros
traditional Fun Fair, and Simon
Stace, Chairman of Findon
Sheep Fair committee, still had
to open and close the event.
There were a few sheep on the
green from Graham Langford
who has supplied sheep for the
Sheep Fair for the last 10
years.

Planning applications for Findon are
under the authority of South Downs
National Park and listed on the SDNPA
website (www.southdowns.gov.uk).
Findon Parish Council (FPC) Planning
Committee meetings are scheduled
monthly to consult on planning
applications received from the South
Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA). Parish Consultation Letters
(PCL) received from the SDNPA are
displayed on the Notice Boards outside
the newsagents and the Village Hall,
and published on the FPC website

(http://findon.arun.gov.uk) along with the
schedule of Committee meeting dates.
Any enquiries should be address to the
FPC Clerk - 01903 877225.
Since the last issue of Findon News, the
following Planning Applications have
been posted on the SDNPA website:
First floor extension, new main roof,
new entrance hall, garage conversion,
new external wall finishes and new
detached garage
23 School Hill Findon Worthing West
Sussex BN14 0TR
Ref. No: SDNP/20/03551/HOUS

Findon Planning Applications
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01903  873350
facebook @Findonvillagehouse      www.villagehousefindon.co.uk

Village House Hotel
The Square

Findon Village
BN14 0TE Village House

Paul making a delivery

Village House Take Away
01903 873350

Tuesday & Saturday     Village House Pizzas
Thursday             Thai Curries
Friday            Fish & Chips

Exciting new deals for Autumn Starting in
September

Pop in to see us and discover what we
have planned

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram - VHFindon
 01903 873350         www.villagehousefindon.co.uk

Tuesday & Saturday
Village House Pizzas

Thursday - Thai Curry Night
Tapas-style starters plus main course - £16.95
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At the time of writing this article, we
are currently seeing some of the
staples of village life make a return to
Findon. The kids walking to school at
St John The Baptist, opening of
restaurants and pubs, all in a
controlled and COVID safe manner.
Hopefully this will continue but as
always in this pandemic the risk to
health remains and we must always
be prepared to help tackle that risk
even if that means a return to more
distancing and control.

Findon should have just enjoyed the
Sheep Fair, the annual event that is
probably it's claim to notoriety but of
course such a large scale gathering is
not possible in these times.
Nevertheless it was pleasing to
attend a formal opening and closing
ceremony of the Sheep Fair, with a

few sheep kindly provided. This
allows the Findon Sheep Fair
Committee to continue the Fair in
2021 in hopefully better times. It is
fitting to recognise the tremendous
work that these people undertake to
make this event happen and I am
sure we will all wish them the very
best for next year.

Findon Parish Council is delighted to
welcome two new co-opted
Councillors, Carol Hopley and Sarah
Jewell MBE. We look forward to
working with both of them and are
confident that they can make a
difference to our village.

It is worth mentioning the search for a
new Chair and Secretary for Findon
Village Hall Trust. This organisation
has helped make Findon Village Hall

the hub of our village
with events ranging
from Weddings to
Keep fit and from
Film nights to
Mexican nights.  As
we emerge from this
Pandemic, Findon
Village Hall stands
to serve a key role
in the return of
village life as we
know it. If you have
something to offer,
please contact
them.

Cllr Sean Smith
Chairman, Findon

Findon Parish Council
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Gosh, what a year it has been! Certainly
not one we could have predicted.
It has been incredibly challenging for so
many and yet has shown how much
love and support there is within our
community to help our fellow
neighbours. We are so proud to be a
part of our village.
We have had to change, postpone and
cancel so much of our lives and
traditions and yet we have seen how our
children have been absolute superstars
in incredibly difficult and unusual times.
In particular, the 160-year-old Findon
Village Summer Revels was unable to
take place in any form for the first time
in decades. The planned Findon Village
Circus booked for July on Nepcote
Green was also understandably
cancelled by us along with the up-and-
coming Findon Village Firework
Fantasia 2020 due in November.
We are in a position like so many other
charities currently with little or no
income. Nevertheless, we as volunteers
will adapt and work together as a
community to help support our village
school during their own funding crisis

With this in mind, we will be
hosting the Findon Village
Pumpkin Trail during the entire half term
week of 24th – 31st October. Families
will be able to buy special trail maps
from the Village Store, which come with
free Halloween goody bags filled with
sweets and treats. Simply follow the
map on your adventure to find all the
special pumpkin letters. Spell out the
winning word and enjoy your spooky
goody bag!
Maps are only £2 with all funds raised
going directly to our village school.
This offer will be on during the entire
half term week to avoid crowding.
Please do also remember the Rule of
Six.
We hope this spooky themed walk will
give your families a chance to enjoy a
safe Halloween!
We wish everyone well and could not be
prouder of our school and community.
For any further information please do
feel free to contact us.
Sadie Rockliffe, Chairman
St John the Baptist CofE Primary
School PTA
sadierockliffe@outlook.com

St John the Baptist CofE Primary School's PTA NEWS

What a lovely village!

We have been advised that Findon has featured in the September Edition of
Country Life.
Apparently, as a result of the pandemic, many people have been moving out
from the cities to more rural areas. Those who have enjoyed working from
home have realised that they could have a better life-style moving to a
quieter area, with only an occasional commute to work.
Findon was suggested as a village to consider, with it’s good amenities and
strong community spirit.
But we all knew that anyway!
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FINDON SMALL WORKS
BUILDING COMPANY

FLINTWORK SPECIALIST, BRICKWORK,
RE-POINTING, PAVING & PATIOS,

EXTENSIONS, LANDSCAPING, FENCING.
CALL PAUL

07939 210354   or   01903 872147
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Findon Village WI
October Meeting
We are delighted to announce that we have organised a
Zoom meeting for the 8th October and we will be having a
presentation by Bill Avenell. The talk includes a detailed look
at some interesting local geographical and geological issues.
Paddy will be sending out invitations to join this meeting nearer the time.
A team of crafty ladies have continued to make Face Masks for the residents of
Findon Village in a variety of colours. The sale of these face coverings has raised
over £550 for St Barnabas Hospice. Please contact Paddy if you would like one.
Paddy Winter Findonvillagewi@hotmail.co.uk

For more information contact us at findonvillagewi@hotmail.co.uk
Check out our website http://findonvillagewi.wixsite.com/mysit

Cinnamon Trust
It was wonderful to be able to hold a Cinnamon Trust sale on
19th September albeit a small one. It just felt so normal!

Many thanks to Findon Village Store for allowing us to pitch up
outside the shop and to all concerned in making the event such
a success. We raised £300 in just a few hours on the Saturday
morning thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the locals.

Looking forward and planning events is very difficult at the moment but we must at
least try. The Church is booked for Saturday 5th  December for our Christmas Fair
but this may well be cancelled. We shall just have to wait and see but please pencil
in the date!

I am taking orders for my small Christmas cakes which will be for sale at £6 each.
This will go ahead even if sale is cancelled and the cakes will either be available in
my porch or delivered locally.( depending on lockdown!) Also Christmas cards and
wrapping paper will be available in my porch at 13 The Willows from 18th October.

The Cinnamon Trust, like most other charities, is suffering in these times. Vets' bills
do not go away and many volunteers have had to give up due to personal
circumstances making the need ever greater. If anyone would like to walk a dog or
foster a pet please contact the Trust on 01736 757900 or check out
cinnamon.org.uk

Thanks again, keep safe!
Maggie Martin
01903 874173/07544 572702
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ALLCLEAR
GARDEN SERVICES

**  Lawn Mowing  **

**  Hedge Cutting  **

**  Garden Tidy’s  **

CONTACT: Wayne Hardie
TEL:- 07733105548

email: whardie09@btinternet.com

Findon Accountancy
Chartered Certified Accountants
Findon based, reasonable rates
Full range of business & personal

accounting and taxation services available

Ken Elliott FCCA, FCIS
Telephone 01903 872589

Email:
kenelliott@findonaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www.findonaccountancy.co.uk

YOGA
THERAPY
One-to-one yoga sessions
addressing

your specific health needs
and conditions.

Take an active role in your journey
towards your healing and wellness.

Practices are tailored especially for you.
No previous yoga experience required.

For more information on classes
and yoga therapy, please get in touch:

hello@yogawithrenee.com
www.yogawithrenee.com

07913 230641

Farewell to Findon
On the 24th of September I leave for
Spain, Covid gods and Ryan Air
willing. I am following in the footsteps
of those who have gone before - ‘no’
not Don Ernesto nor, yet, Laurie Lee
(no relative), but Eddy, Alan and Don
whose, frequently unsteady, steps led
the way in the summer of ’69.
It was, however, my dear friend
Christopher’s socially distanced ‘kick
up the arse’  ...
 “ ... young David, if you don’t go now,
you never will ”
  ... that finally convinced me.
Why am I leaving this charming
downland village?
Well, on hearing, for the first time, the
poignant and enchanting ‘Farewell to
Stromness’ by Peter Maxwell Davies,
played by the composer, my reaction
was ...
  “If it means that much to you chum,
why on earth are you leaving” !
I then discovered that he wrote it as a
protest ‘song’ against the building of a
uranium mine on the remote Orkney
Island where he lived. My farewell is
more of a ‘bittersweet parting’. On the
one hand, I am leaving a place and a
community that has been  home for
over 25 years and, on the other, I have
the childlike excitement, at the age of
70, of contemplating a new life in a
small town in Spain.
The motivation for Max’s ‘farewell’ was
the foisting of an abomination on a
small island that would, inevitably,
diminish the quality of life of all its
inhabitants – and my motivation? ... for
uranium mine, read -Brexit!
adios Findon ... choca los codos !!
David Lee
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Just over 100 years ago, this small
Sussex village - population then about
700 - was appearing not only in the local
newspapers but in the national press.
Two sisters, Gertrude and Maud of
“Kylemore”, Findon, former suffragists,
were blazing a trail for women’s
involvement in state funded housing of
the movement known as ‘homes fit for
heroes’.  They were also keen
that they were ‘homes fit for
heroines’.
I am always amazed at the very
conventional origins some of the
women involved in the suffrage
movement had and in this
Florence Gertrude Hamilton -
Mrs F.G. Hamilton - was no
exception.  She had been the
wife of the post-master general of
Transvaal until, at the age of 46,
she became a widow.  Her active
suffrage days were spent in
Wendover and Florence joined
the Women’s Freedom League - the
organisation that chose not to be
involved in violent acts but preferred the
route of civil disobedience.  Hence
Florence’s first taste of publicity was as
a tax resistor in 1911 and 1912.  She
also appears to have ‘disappeared’ for
the night of the 1911 census.
During the war and by then in London,
like many suffragists she probably
turned her energies to supporting the
war effort. But in the autumn of 1917
she and her unmarried younger sister
Maud Rose Raey MacKenzie were
living in Findon and Florence had come
up with the idea of encouraging women
to become involved in local civic affairs.
Her emphasis was on women assisting
their local council in addressing the
State-aided Housing Scheme being

promoted from 1917.  However, more
ambitiously she linked the movement to
social reform and wanted women to
become involved with their parish, rural
district and county councils.
The first meeting of Findon Women’s
Village Council was held on October
2nd 1917 in the Wattle House which
was decorated with national flags.

‘Women, your Country needs your help
to get good Homes’ stated her poster for
the national federation which she went
on to form.  She felt particularly strongly
about the homes of rural labourers
which were in very bad condition.  She
joined others in stating that three
bedrooms were essential so that boys
and girls could grow up ‘with modesty’.
There should be fixed baths (they would
not be used as coal cellars!) and
warmth, water supply and good cooking
facilities were of course basic
essentials.  She believed that women,
with their intimate experience of
housework were in a natural position to
advise on house design,

Gertrude Florence Hamilton and the Women’s Village Council

�continued on page 27
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but she also wanted them to be involved
in identifying how many new houses
were needed.
Florence was also based for a while in
1918 at “Hillside” Durrington where she
may have helped to form another village
council
Once formed on January 1st 1918, she
promoted the federation of village
councils as undenominational,
democratic and non-party, although
perhaps the stated support of Millicent
Fawcett might have suggested
otherwise.  It’s motto, later also officially
adopted by the Women’s Institute was
‘Till we build Jerusalem in England’s
green and pleasant land’. She was keen
that ordinary women should be involved
and to this end, soldier’s wife Ruth
Constable was the president of the
Findon branch. It was a local soldier’s
family that provided the example about
the quality of nutrition of poorer rural
families in a lobbying letter Florence
wrote:

A day’s menu for a soldier’s wife and
four children:

breakfast - porridge (mother tea);
dinner - ginger pudding made from
crusts;
tea - tea,bread and jam;
no supper.
Florence later turned her energies to a
related national movement, that for
housing and town planning and was a
founder member of the Electrical
Association of Women.  When she died
in 1932 her obituary was written by
fellow high-profile suffragist Muriel
Matters and her gravestone at
Brompton Cemetery is fittingly inscribed
with what must surely be a reference to
her commitment to citizenship: ‘Our
Citizenship is in Heaven’.
I am wondering if any local readers
know of the house called “Kylemore”
which the sisters lived in and if anyone
knows which are the state-aided (in
effect council) houses which were built
in the village in the 1920s?
Lynne Dixon

�continued from page 25

Repentance
A man volunteered to paint the church steeple. With great difficulty,
he hoisted himself up onto the steeple with a can of paint and a bottle
of water.
After painting half the steeple, the man realised that he was running
out of paint, so he added some of the water to the paint. He was almost
at the top when he realised he needed more paint to finish, so he added
more water to the paint, and mumbled, “No one will ever know.”
When he finished painting, he began to lower himself off the steeple.
Just then, the skies darkened, a loud clap of thunder was heard, and a
deep voice from above said “Repaint, repaint, and thin no more!”
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If, over the past few years you have
seen donkeys at various Findon village
events (Live Nativity, Palm Sunday
procession or the Sheep Fair) you might
wonder where they come from?
George, Leo, John, Bobbin, Bramble,
and more recent additions, Teddy,
Smartie and Al are the much loved
residents of East Clayton Farm
(between Washington and Storrington),
along with .......chickens, pigs, sheep,
turkeys, rabbits, guinea pigs and goats -
oh the goats, I could write so much
about their antics!
For the past 4 years I have been a
volunteer at East Clayton, home of The
Lorica Trust. It all started when Graham
and I (and Obi of course) went to a
Ploughing Match at East Grinstead and
got chatting to Jean who was there with
a couple of the original donkeys
promoting the work of the Lorica Trust.
We signed up as volunteers and the
rest, as they say, is history!
The work of the Lorica Trust has grown
over the years. They obtained the lease
from The National Trust back in 2004
and started by converting farm buildings
into Bradbury Court - individual units for
8 young adults with 24/7 care needs,
and the farmhouse into 5 flats to support
people moving on from homelessness.
Both these facilities are well established
and thriving.
East Clayton’s work as an alternative
provision provider began three years
ago working with the Alternate Provision
College and has developed rapidly over
the last year with further developments
still to come. Young people with a
variety of needs engage with the farm:
students with physical challenges,
behavioural challenges, anxiety issues
and learning difficulties.  The aim of the

farm is to build confidence, self esteem,
improve work ethic, encourage team
work and independence with an aim to
integrate these young people back into
mainstream school.
A typical morning as a volunteer sees
us working alongside the students and
East Clayton staff doing a variety of
essential tasks from working in the
kitchen garden, cleaning out chicken
runs, rabbit hutches, feeding the pigs,
goats and all the other animals, poo-
picking the field and mucking out the
stable to the more enjoyable
experiences such as grooming the
donkeys, and taking them for a walk
either on the farm or The Warren - local
woods. There is something very
therapeutic about walking alongside a
donkey through the woods and seeing
the astonished faces of local walkers
and children when they come across
donkeys where they probably only
expected to see dogs!
It is so good to see youngsters thrive on
the responsibility they are given, be
successful and achieve something. For
some of them it leads onto qualifications
that without their time at East Clayton
they might never have gained. For some
it builds on existing experience of
working with animals and for others it is
a completely new experience. Either
way it is great fun and a welcome
distraction to all that is going on at the
moment! I think that we as volunteers
get as much out of it as the students.
Nothing better than a cuddle with a
donkey, fresh air, exercise and good
company. Space is not an issue so
social distancing is not a problem in
current climate.

Volunteering at East Clayton Farm                      Gill Gostick

�continued on page 31



>> 30 <<

CLIP CLOPS
Holiday Accommodation

In Findon Village
Lovely spacious self catering
accommodation  - sleeps two
Twin bedroom,Sitting room,

Shower bathroom,
lovely spacious sun lounge,

Kitchen and garden.
Dogs welcome.

Easy walk to local pub & shops
or onto the downs.

Minimum stay 3 nights.
Contact: Karen 07886650747

karmitage58@gmail.com

R J Maslin of Worthing
*  Traditional French Polishing  *

*  Antique Preservation  *
Modern & Antique Furniture

Restoration & Repairs
Tel: 01903 719879

Mobile: 07743528139

KJ ROBERTS
Property Maintenance
and Electrical services

Friendly locally based tradesman.
Interior/exterior decorating, tiling, flooring,

bathrooms, kitchens, decking, patios, fencing
and any odd jobs.

All Electrical work undertaken.
No job too small, Free estimates.

Tel Findon 873913
mobile 07947233424

Email jankevrob@aol.com

JULIE JORDAN
Professional Curtain Maker

Fabrics Supplied
 Alterations

and Interior Design
Phone for free estimates

01903 263823  /  07801687155
Juliejordan100@yahoo.co.uk

* *

28 Guildbourne Centre, Worthing
(opposite Wilkinsons)

Beautiful, Affordable Jewellery
& Gifts

• Stunning sterling silver jewellery
• Contemporary titanium, steel

& leather jewellery
• Unusual and unique gifts

& greetings cards for all occasions
Tel: 01903 218994

www.sewsilver.com

L. Payne Roofing
07879 909274
Leadwork, roof

and chimney repairs,
new roofs

Over 20 years experience
Free estimates given

All aspects of roofing work
undertaken including

flat roofs, re-roofs
and re-pointing.



When not supporting Alternative
Provision students the volunteers
also help out on public donkey
walks, which provide an income to
support the trusts charitable work
(vouchers are available and make a
great present), other community
events where donkeys have been
invited and supporting the staff in
looking after all the animals during
school holidays when students are
not on site.
If you want to find out more about
East Clayton Farm and the work of
the Lorica Trust then have a look at
their website with information videos
and contact numbers.
https://www.eastclaytonfarm.org.uk/

� ……continued from page 29

My granddaughter Olivia
  giving John a hug!

Tuesday Lunch @ Dee Dee’s
Dee Dee’s are excited to announce that from

Tuesday 6th October
(and every Tuesday thereafter)
we will be holding a lunch club
from 12noon until 2:30pm.

Attendees must book their place either
by calling 01903 340489

or emailing deedeescotts5@gmail.com
(social media and walk in are also accepted)

we will be offering a set menu weekly for over 60’s
from lasagne and salad to soup and a fresh roll plus a hot or cold drink

for just £7.00 per person.
We look forward to welcoming you

and bringing our community closer together.
Dee Dee’s Findon, 01903 340489, 5 The Parade, Nepcote Lane, Findon Village
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The Malaysian Tea Company
Findon based & selling single

estate premium quality teas

grown in the Cameron Highlands since 1933
Available now at Findon Post Office

Cameron Valley Malaysian Teas
One Kuala Lumpur or Two?

Tea Bags: These double-chamber black-tea bags
use the finest Orange Pekoe tea leaves
Also available as Earl Grey and in other Fruit flavours.

Loose Leaf Black Tea: Available in both
Orange Pekoe & BOPF (Broken O P Fannings)
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Well Well
The Village Working Party (Findon
Village Volunteers) have been busy
since the Covid 19 restrictions were
eased. The Bus Shelter near the Black
Horse has been repaired (the woodwork
and timber shingle roof) and repainted
with wood preservative. Please see
photograph.

Our most recent project involves the
Parish wells. It is not widely known that
there are two Parish wells both in High
Street, one at the bottom of Steep Lane
and the other next to Pebble Cottage.
Using the formula involving dropping a
stone and timing the length of descent it
seems that both wells are well (no pun
intended!) over 100 feet deep.

The one at the bottom of Steep Lane
has been cleared of undergrowth, the
brick pavers cleaned and the iron
railings repainted .

Our next project is the well next to
Pebble Cottage. This well is much more
interesting in that it has a roof
construction over it and an elaborate
iron pumping mechanism (believed to
be over 200
years old)
which is said
to be a
superb
example of a
single throw
flywheel and
crank deep
well pump
with an
unusual
counter-
weight on the
lever arm.
(All photographs by courtesy of
The Cathrine Studio).
A local archaeologist has taken on the
task of researching the origins of the
well and particularly the pump and a
further article on this subject is likely to
follow.
I think you will agree that we have
''unearthed'' a fascinating subject
Robin Carr
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Men-in-sheds
It seems incredible that it is now 6
months since men-in-sheds has
functioned properly.  Unfortunately,
most of us are of an age when we are
deemed to be vulnerable and most of us
have at least one underlying health
issue that meant we were obliged to
take the lockdown very seriously.
Added to that, the space within the shed
means that social distancing is a real
problem.  We have always worked
outside as much as possible but we do
tend to work together on most jobs so
that is still a bit of a problem.
Once the first lockdown was eased a
little, some of us decided it was time to
make a tentative start on some projects
that could be safely carried out in the
fresh air, maintaining a social distance,
and/or wearing face covering.  First up
was replacing a small square of rotten
decking in front of a shed. Sourcing
materials proved to be harder than was
expected but the finished job  was
greatly appreciated by the owner.

We have been asked to quote for
gradually replacing many of the shutters
on the wattle house over the next year
or so.  Several of the team have had a
look and decided it is something that we
would be more than happy to do in due
course.

Over the last couple of years, we have
repaired several benches dotted around
the village.  Most were only in need of a
little bracing or a length of timber, but by
attending to small repairs promptly, the
seats continue to provide a pleasant
and comfortable place for anyone to rest
their weary limbs. The latest one to
receive some attention was at the far
end of Nepcote green. The base of one
of the legs had rotted and was no longer
fixed in the concrete base, meaning it
rocked every time someone sat on it
and weakened the joints.  A couple of
us have repaired the leg so that it no
longer rocks and, hopefully, it will
continue to give good service for
another year or two.
A man-in-shed.
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