
Community newsletter for
Findon, West Sussex
Including the Church Parish of Findon,
Clapham & Patching

Findon News is published monthly and is available free of charge from various outlets throughout
Findon and can be viewed on the Findon Community website - www.findonvillage.org
Findon News does not endorse any advertisements published. No responsibility will be taken for
errors, omissions or any claims made by contributors. Opinions expressed are not those of the
publisher.

Articles for publication (maximum 650 words) can be submitted by email to
findonvillagenews@gmail.com, or via the 'Findon News Box' in the Village Shop.

Closing Date for Next Publication :  20th  March 2025

Findon
            News

March 2025

   This magazine can also be read on-line on the following three websites:
   Findon Village News :  www.findonvillagenews.org
   Findon Village Parish Council :  www.findonparishcouncil.gov.uk
   Findon Churches :www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com

Come along
to Messy Church
at the Village Hall

for a pancake
on Shrove Tuesday

(March 2nd)
between 5 and 5.30pm

All welcome
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As I write this afternoon, it finally seems
a little warmer after a cold start, and the
snowdrops in Findon Churchyard are
stunning at the moment, with the first
brave primroses joining the crocuses
that are starting to flower. It really feels
as if spring is on the way, after such a
dreary wet and grey beginning to 2025!
Yesterday (Tuesday of half-term week)
Dom, our Families Worker, organised a
games afternoon in Findon Church, a
new venture for us, and it was a brilliant
success with more than 60 people
attending, well over half of which were
children. I popped in briefly towards the
end of the session after a meeting, and
was delighted to see families enjoying
mini snooker, table tennis, face painting
and other activities, including the
opportunity for a free drum lesson from
Dom, as well as refreshments including
home- made cake. Many thanks to all
the volunteers who helped Dom to
make this possible. I know how much
the families enjoyed their afternoon,
having spoken to many of them while I
was there. We must do this again!
When people find a warm welcome in
our churches, they are much more
likely to come again and hopefully we
will see some of these families at a
Service sometimes too.
In November last year, we were treated
to a feast of music and poetry by the
folk group Cotillion. We are delighted
that they will be coming back to Findon
Church on Sunday 20th July with a
different programme charting the
transition from horsepower to
mechanisation. More details of the

programme and tickets will be available
nearer the time, but do put this date in
your diaries.
Mothering Sunday this year falls on a
5th Sunday, so we hope to see many of
you at our Community Service in
Patching Church at 10am. There will be
a children’s activity and some flowers
for our mums!
Advanced notice, our Annual Parochial
Church Meeting will take place in St
John the Baptist Church on Sunday
25th May after the 9.30 Service. You are
warmly welcome to come to the Service
or to join us for the Vestry meeting at
10.15 (where Churchwardens are
appointed) followed by the APCM
where will appoint new representatives
to the PCC (Parochial Church Council).
The PCC represent all of you who live
in our Parish, or are on the Electoral
Roll, and help us to make the best
decisions about our Mission and
Outreach, our regular worship and
events and of course the upkeep of our
beautiful church buildings. If you’d like
to know more, or volunteer to serve on
the PCC or as a Churchwarden, please
speak to someone after a Service or
contact myself or Colin via the Parish
office. Remember that to vote or to
serve on a committee you need to be
on the Electoral Roll of the Parish!
Forms are available at the back of each
church and can also be completed
online and returned to Maggie
Somerset, our Parish Electoral Roll
Officer (details on the pewsheet and on
our website).

Every blessing, Helena

From the Rectory

Rev. Helena Buqué, Vicar and Rev. Colin Cox, Associate Vicar
 c/o The Rectory, School Hill Findon, BN14 0TR.  Tel: 873601

findoncprectory@gmail.com www.findon-clapham-patching-churches.com
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JULIE JORDAN
Professional Curtain Maker

Fabrics Supplied
 Alterations

and Interior Design
Phone for free estimates

01903 263823
07801687155

Juliejordan100@yahoo.co.uk
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Family Service
Sunday 2nd March

Findon Church
Time 10 am

Music from the
Findon School Choir.

Please stay for refreshments.

Church Events
Saturday 22nd March, Time 2 pm

Findon Church Film afternoon
Showing "Paddington"

Tuck shop, Entry by Donation
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Findon Sheep Fair Sat 13th Sept 2025
Planning continues for this year’s
Findon Sheep Fair. As always, we
welcome volunteers who are able to
spare a couple of hours or more over
the weekend. If you haven’t helped us
before and would like to
join the team, please
email us at
volunteers@findonshee
pfair.org.uk.
As well as the funfair
and the sheep judging
competition, all of the
popular attractions from
last year have been
booked including the
Farmyard Circus, Sheep
Show, Birds of Prey,
Mock Auction and of
course Murdoch’s Crazy
Eyes.

This year we also plan to produce a
Sheep Fair Calendar for 2026 so you
can be reminded of a great day out all
year round.
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Findon Village Tree Group Update
Findon Village Tree
Group has been active
throughout the winter,
supplying and planting
young trees. A leaflet
offering free saplings for
planting on private land,
including gardens, had a
great response and we
have given away around
50 saplings to 14
properties. We do not
have any more ready to
give away but are
growing more on our
small nursery.
 We are busy developing
the area behind the pre-
school building into a
community orchard.

Ground has been cleared
and levelled and 10 fruit
trees (7 Apples, 2 Pears
and a Plum) planted, these
were funded by the Parish
Council. There is still work
to do to prepare the ground
for grass seeding and when
this is established it will be
a lovely asset to the village,
available for everyone to
enjoy.
Matthew Ward,
Findon Village Tree
Warden

 Robin, Stuart, Fiona and
John planting the orchard

Spring is fast approaching
and hopefully some
sunshine with it!
We are planning the

Cinnamon Trust Easter Fair and I
confirm that this is on Saturday 12th
April in the Village Hall from 10am till
12.30pm. Entrance £3 to include hot
drink and cake/savoury. Children under
12 Free and well behaved dogs
welcome.
Any good quality items very welcome,
but no books, clothes or electrical items
please.
I am taking orders from now until 15th
March for my small traditional Iced
Easter Cakes at £8 each either by
phone or email.

This is a big year for the Cinnamon
Trust as we celebrate our 40th
Anniversary. John and I will be
attending the Celebrations in Hayle
Cornwall on Monday 5th May which
should be a huge event. Sadly the
founder Averil Jarvis passed away
recently but she leaves an amazing
legacy in a unique charity helping both
people and pets.
Once again many thanks to all our
supporters and I hope to see you on a
lovely sunny spring morning on 12th
April!
Best regards
Maggie Martin 07544 572702
maggiemartin8@googlemail.com

Cinnamon Trust



 Astracolour
Photographic

and Picture Framing
(Eric Beadel L.M.P.A &

Edward Beadel - Partner)
www.astracolour.co.uk

We specialise in Wedding photography and
picture framing.

A full portfolio is available to view.
Tel: for an appointment day or evening.

Copying and restoration
of your old photo’s

and instant passport photographs
(4 for £8.00)

35 The Quadrangle, Findon Village
Tel: 01903 877677
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FINDON FRIENDS OF ST BARNABAS
We are holding a quiz night with Bangers & Mash

at the Black Horse,Findon
on Tuesday 25th March,

arrival at 6.30pm.
Ticket price is £15 a head

and there can be up to 6 on a team.
There will also be a raffle

and “Guess the weight of the cake”.
Tickets are available from Richie & Sue Line…

07768 667098.
Please advise on booking if the vegetarian option is required.

Our 51st birthday
meeting got off to a
splendid start with the
pop of prosecco corks
followed by the
presentation of a
cheque for £1068 to
Mick Dicker from
Findon Community
Swimming Pool. Mick
thanked everyone for
the amount we raised
through our fund-
raising efforts over the
past year. A number of
the ladies are looking forward to taking
a dip in the refurbished pool once the
weather warms up.
We were greatly impressed and
entertained by the skill of our speaker
for the evening, Margaret Watson, who
played a wonderful medley of tunes on
her concert harp. Margaret explained

the mechanics of the
harp, and how she had
wanted to play the harp
since childhood - much to
her parents' dismay.
Margaret's programme
started with 'Jerusalem’
and concluded with
'Happy Birthday' - perfect!
Our next meeting, our
AGM, will be on Thursday
13th March at 7.30.
Visitors are always
welcome, and the AGM is
a good opportunity to

hear about our activities over the past
year and our plans for this year.
Take a look at our website for
information, news and pictures
Https://findonvillagewi.wixsite.com/mysite

Paddy Winter - Treasurer

Findon Village WI
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CLIP CLOPS
Holiday Accommodation

In Findon Village
Lovely spacious self catering
accommodation  - sleeps two
Twin bedroom,Sitting room,

Shower bathroom,
lovely spacious sun lounge,

Kitchen and garden.
Dogs welcome.

Easy walk to local pub & shops
or onto the downs.

Minimum stay 3 nights.
Contact: Karen 07802 834226

karmitage58@gmail.com

* *

21 Guildbourne Centre, Worthing
(Next to Toy Barnhaus)

Beautiful, Affordable Jewellery
& Gifts

• Stunning sterling silver jewellery
• Contemporary titanium, steel

& leather jewellery
• Unique gifts & greetings cards

for all occasions
Tel: 01903 218994

www.sewsilver.co.uk
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Village Store News

I learnt an important lesson last week
– to pay heed to what I say to all of
you.  I was in town, and remembered I
needed to send a birthday card to a
certain VIP (my son).  On impulse,
(first mistake), I found a card, but
noticed that the accompanying loose
envelope was just a scrap too small.
(I’ve been caught out before!)  The
assistant duly found a larger
envelope, and, without thinking, I
bought it (second mistake).  It was
only when I came to address it, that I
discovered that, although the card
would take a regular stamp, the
envelope made it a large letter.  I was
not happy!  I ended up visiting our
very own PO to buy the required
stamp - it was a Saturday afternoon
and no other POs were open in town
(nor anywhere else for that matter) –
where our wonderful deputy manager,
Helen, even tried to squeeze it into a
regular size so I wouldn’t have to buy
a large letter stamp!   If only I’d bought
a card from our shop in the first place.
I will write 100 lines: ‘I must buy cards
from our shop’!

Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to
Sara, a popular member of our team
of PO staff, who has had to resign.
Sara approached everything with
energy and enthusiasm, and will be
much missed.  The Management
Committee, shop staff, volunteers and
customers will, I am sure, all join me
in wishing Sara all the best for the
future.

So… drumroll… now for a once in a
lifetime opportunity to work in our

friendly, vibrant PO and shop, initially
two or three shifts a week, but with
lots of potential.  Perfect for almost
everyone, whether you’re a young
mum getting back into the world of
work, a retiree looking to boost your
pension, a newbie who’d like to get to
know people, or you’ve just got some
spare time and would like to do
something a bit different which would
also benefit our community.  Full
training will, of course, be given, and
there’s loads of support.  For further
details, please see our ad in Findon
News, or pop in and speak to Angus
or Helen.

Have you seen our book box? You
can leave a book you’ve enjoyed, or
select a book to read.  All free! Just
another little service we provide!
There’s no end to our thoughtfulness!
Just one plea – please add only one
or two books at a time so we can see
the titles easily and don’t get
overwhelmed.  (It easily happens!)

Isn’t it good to see the first signs of
Spring: snowdrops, crocuses, catkins,
all good reminders that pancake day
(March 4th) and Mother’s Day (30th

March) are both around the corner.
We stock lots of pancake ingredients
and toppings, and have a good
selection of plants, gifts, and, you’ve
guessed it, cards (NOTE TO SELF!)
all ready for your longsuffering and
dearly beloved mums.

Jean Burden
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Findon Parish Council
Following the resignation of Stephen
Toughey, Findon Parish Council (FPC)
currently has three vacancies for
councillors by way of co-option to the
Council. If you are interested in the
varied and fulfilling role of a Parish
Councillor, please look out for the
Expression of Interest form and
eligibility criteria in the Notice Boards
and on the FPC and Community web
sites. Candidates for co-option will be
considered at the FPC meeting on
Monday 17 March 2025 (7.30pm in
Nepcote Hall). Please feel free to
contact our Clerk, Fiona, on 01903
877225 for an informal chat or email
Fiona at
clerk@findonparishcouncil.gov.uk

You may be aware that the application
for the development on land at Elm
Rise was considered by the South
Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA) Planning Committee on 13
February 2025, and the application
was deferred to allow the SDNPA to
continue discussions with the applicant
primarily regarding flooding and
drainage. The application would then
come back to the SDNPA Planning
Committee for further consideration at
a future meeting. I spoke against the
application on behalf of FPC, and there
were two excellent speaker
contributions against the application
from Findon Village residents. The 13
February 2025 meeting can be viewed

via the following link and the
application is Agenda item 6 (approx.
15 mins into the meeting).
SDNPA Planning Committee 13
February 2025

This year, the 10th Great British Spring
Clean run by Keep Britian Tidy will take
place from 21 March - 6 April 2025 and
FPC has signed up to take part – look
out for the Hi-Viz jackets worn by the
FPC volunteer groups around the
village!!

The Annual Parish Meeting (not a
FPCmeeting) is taking place on
Monday 28 April 2025 in the
Chanctonbury Hall from 7pm. This is
an occasion to share a glass of wine or
soft drink and nibbles with your Parish
Councillors and other local
organisations and groups and hear
about many of the opportunities to get
involved with village life. Further details
will be published nearer the time – in
the meantime, save the date.

Hopefully, Spring is just around the
corner and March brings us all some
much needed sunshine.

Cllr Sean Smith
Chairman, Findon Parish Council
Fiona MacLeod, Clerk, Findon Parish
Council
http://findonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Vital papers will demonstrate their vitality
by moving from where you left them

to where you can’t find them!
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SIMply Carpentry
Carpentry and General

Maintenance
Services include:
All timber repairs
Bespoke joinery

Kitchens supplied and fitted
Property maintenance and

refurbishment
1st and 2nd fix Carpentry

Tel: 07957 752049
www.simply-carpentry.co.uk

FINDON SMALL
WORKS

BUILDING COMPANY
 FLINTWORK SPECIALIST,

BRICKWORK,
RE-POINTING,

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST,
PAVING & PATIOS,

LANDSCAPING, FENCING.
CALL PAUL

07939 210354   or
01903 872147

Gutter Cleaning

Say goodbye to clogged gutters!

Our vacuum gutter cleaner uses
powerful suction and an extendable

reach to safely and easily clear
leaves, debris, and other materials

that tend to clog drains. It also
effectively cleans gutters from the
ground above conservatories with

powerful vacuum suction.

Tel: 07480946630
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Peckhams
Butchers

Locally produced
meat,

cut to your
requirements

Daily deliveries of
fresh fruit &
vegetables.

The Square, Findon

Tel: 01903 873202

Bob Hendy
Electrician
Installations
Re-Wiring

Security Lighting
Fault Finding

24 Hour service
No Call Out Fee
01903 877204
07850 771246
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Groceries; Bread; Cakes; Freshly made Sandwiches;
Beers, Wine & Spirits; Tobacco; Cards

Shop Opening Hours:
Mon to Sat   07:00 - 19:00
Sunday         07:00 - 12:30

Tel:
01903 877110

www.findonvillagestore.org         findonvillageshop@gmail.com

Run by the Community for the Community

FINDON VILLAGE STORE

Horsham Road
Findon

BN14 0TF

Post Office Opening Hours:
Mon to Sat    08:30 - 17:30
Sunday   08:30 -  12.00

findonvillagestore@gmail.com
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We held our first Light Lunch with the
support of our new team of over 20
volunteers on January 28th and were
delighted to welcome back the regular
diners from last year.
Our first team of 3 cooks served up a
great menu of soups and homemade
puddings and as well as second
helpings we were able to offer people
the opportunity to have takeaway
portions so everything was used up. Our
leftover bread has already been turned

into croutons for next month! It was
lovely to see Dorothy and her team who
joined us and were waited on for a
change!
With the kind donation of a Harrods
hamper for our first raffle there was also
plenty of excitement about the first
draw!
The lunch club will continue to meet at
Findon Village Hall on the last Tuesday
of the month, except in August and

December. The format is unchanged –
a 2 course lunch of homemade soup
and bread and homemade puddings,
tea and coffee for £6 per person.
If anyone needs a lift to come to the
hall do contact Elaine on 07598144802
or
bookingsecretary@findonvillagehall.net
so we can help you to join us.
The WI are taking over the kitchen in
February supported by the volunteer
team and a new team of 3 are ready to
cook in March so we are looking
forward to some great lunches over
the next few months. Hope to see you
there.
Elaine Dibben, Booking Secretary
On behalf of Findon Village Hall Trust

Findon Light Lunch 2025

Wendy Glanfield and the family
would like to say a thank you to all the friends from the village who

attended Mike’s funeral on the 31st January.
Mike would have been so overwhelmed by everyone who came.

For those who did not receive an order of service
if you wish to make a donation in memory of Mike it can be made to

St Barnabas C/O H.D.Tribe Ltd,130 Broadwater Rd,Worthing BN14 8HU
or online at www.hdtribe.co.uk

Thank you.Wendy and family
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AcTechUK.com
Making Technology Work For You

Help with all aspects of technology for
your home, mobile and business.

PC/Laptop fix, Network setup,
telephone, audio visual services

£48 call out with first fix and advice
No fix, no fee. Findon Valley based.

25 years experience.
Customer Service Like it Used To Be!

Please call Andy:
01903 930850 or 07515 948096

Email: info@actechuk.com

R J Maslin of Worthing

*  Traditional French Polishing  *
*  Antique Preservation  *

Modern & Antique Furniture
Restoration & Repairs

Tel: 01903 719879
Mobile: 07743528139

Tom The Plumber
Plumbing, Heating,

Drainage, Gas

Free Estimates
24 hour Callout

Small Job Specialist

Tom Langford

07836 479493
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Findon Planning Applications

Planning applications for Findon are
under the authority of South Downs
National Park and listed on the SDNPA
website (www.southdowns.gov.uk).
Findon Parish Council (FPC) Planning
Committee meetings are scheduled
monthly to consult on planning
applications received from the South
Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA). Parish Consultation Letters
(PCL) received from the SDNPA are
displayed on the Notice Boards outside
the newsagents and the Village Hall,
and published on the FPC website
(http://findonparishcouncil.gov.uk)
along with the schedule of Committee
meeting dates.

Please note that due to Findon News
publication deadlines, some
applications may have already been
placed before the Committee.
Residents should check the Notice
Boards and FPC website regularly to
view notices and meeting details.
Any enquiries should be address to the
FPC Clerk - 01903 877225.
Since the last issue of Findon News,
the following Planning Applications
have been posted on the SDNPA
website:

The use of land within the curtilage
of the dwelling for the stationing of
a mobile home to be occupied
ancillary to the main house.
Gallops Farm, New Cottages 1
Stable Lane Findon West Sussex
BN14 0RP
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00653/LDP

Demolition of existing ancillary
outbuilding
New Cottages 1 Gallops Farm Stable
Lane Findon West Sussex BN14 0RP
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00656/DEM

Change on Condition 2 (Approved
plans) for SDNP/23/03864/HOUS.
High Bank 45 Cross Lane Findon
West Sussex BN14 0UB
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00584/CND

Side extension and dormer
extension
Hill Green 18 Cross Lane Findon
West Sussex BN14 0UB
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00548/HOUS

Proposed garage conversion,
replacement bay window and front
terrace, new front tile hanging,
new bathroom dormer and new
bedroom rooflight
Mayflower Stable Lane Findon West
Sussex BN14 0RR
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00424/HOUS

Erection of 2 dwellings following
demolition of garage and
associated works.
Steepdown Cottage Stable Lane
Findon West Sussex BN14 0RR
Ref. No: SDNP/25/00294/FUL
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Findon News is produced by volunteers and our only expenses are the printing costs.
These costs are covered by advertising revenue and we are very grateful to all our
advertisers for their continued support.  Please support them whenever you can.

200 Club
The 200 club

February draw
took place at the

Black Horse
on Monday the 10th,
and the lucky winner
was ball number 70,

Bob Hewitt.

Once upon a time in a Findon Store
Hutchings arrived with produce galore.
Stumbling across their delicious pies
I really couldn’t believe my eyes!

Varied fillings, with a delicious crust
Chicken ‘n’ ham was a definite must!
Having declared my favourite one
It became apparent “What have I
done?”

Poor ol’ steak pies – what a shame
Don’t let chicken take all the acclaim
Guinness, kidney with succulent steak
Equally delicious - a tasty bake,

Why not try them they’re worth a bash
Heated through - along with cheesy
mash.
Leave the chicken and ham ones for me!!
Allow me to live in “piedom” ecstasy!
Anon.

A Cautionary Tale from a Secret Chicken and Ham Pie Eater!
Regular readers of this publication may remember recent mention in
“Village Store News” about the delicious Hutching’s pies, here is a response:
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