Governance: Introduction

What does a sustainable community look like ?
Well run, with effective and inclusive participation, representation and leadership
What do sustainable communities offer?

e Representative, accountable governance systems which both facilitate strategic,
visionary leadership and enable inclusive, active and effective participation by
individuals and organisations;

o Effective engagement with the community at neighbourhood level, including
capacity building to develop the community's skills, knowledge and confidence;

e Strong, informed and effective partnerships that lead by example (e.g.
government, business, community);

e A strong, inclusive, community and voluntary sector;

e A sense of civic values, responsibility and pride.
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What other information might be available?

» Place Survey data may be available from your local authority, and provide more
detailed measures of civic participation. Data from the electoral commission can
also provide more information relating to voter participation in local, national and
European elections (www.electoralcommission.org.uk/home).
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Information on the strength of the local neighbourhood and community safety can be
found in the Social and Cultural section (page 5).

Source: Place Survey 2008, Active Charities (NCVO 2009)
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